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certain chain of consequences, then every sensible
observer of any series of events is a fatalist
Catholic Emancipation,, the extension of the
franchise, and secret ballot, have within the last
sixty years completely shifted the balance of
political power in Ireland. Land legislation has
revolutionised the conditions of ownership.
These vast and vital changes in Ireland have
been accompanied by the transfer of decisive
power from aristocracy to numbers in Great
Britain, and Great Britain is arbiter. Is it
fatalism, or is it common sense, to perceive that
one new effect of new causes so potent must be
the necessity of changing the system of Irish
government 1 To dream that you could destroy
the power of the old masters without finding new,
and that having invited the nation to speak you
could continue to ignore the national" sentiment
was and is the very height of political folly, and
the longer the dream is persisted in the ruder
will be the awakening. Surely the stupidest
fatalism is far more truly to be ascribed to those
who insist that Ireland was eternally predestined
to turmoil, confusion, and torment; that there
alone the event defies calculation; and that, how-